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you must take Christianity for what it has proved itself
to be in its hard and unexampled trial. To start an
order, a sect, an institution, even a local tradition or
local set of miracles, on foundations already laid, is
one thing ; it is not the same to be the spring of the
most serious and the deepest of moral movements for
the improvement of the world, the most unpretending
and the most careless of all outward form and show, the
most severely searching and universal and lasting in its
effects on mankind. To trace that back to the Teacher
without the intervention of the belief in the Resurrec-
tion is manifestly impossible. We know what He is said
to have taught; we know what has come of that teaching
in the world at large; but if the link which connects the
two be not a real one, it is vain to explain it by the
dreams of affection. It was not a matter of a moment
or an hour, but of days and weeks continually; not
the assertion of one imaginative mourner or two, but
of a numerous and variously constituted body of
people. The story, if it was not true, was not
delusion, but imposture. We certainly cannot be
said to know much of what happens in the genesis of
religions. But that between such a teacher and such
teaching there should intervene such a gigantic false-
hood, whether imposture or delusion, is unquestion-
ably one of the hardest violations of probability
conceivable, as well as one of the most desperate
conclusions as regards the capacity of mankind for
truth. Few thoughts can be less endurable than that
the wisest and best of our race, men of the soberest